



For Immediate Release

M A R T H A   W A S H

DANCE CLUB SINGING STAR TO PERFORM AT

ACADEMY OF FRIENDS GALA, SUNDAY, FEB 25,

AT&T, NORDSTROM, QANTAS AIRWAYS, & COMCAST CABLE

JOIN ROSTER OF VIP CORPORATE SPONSORS
Gala Tickets Now on Sale; Call 415/995-9890 or www.AcademyOfFriends.org
SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 7, 2007—Make no mistake about it:  it will be “Raining Men” when Martha Wash, internationally acclaimed disco diva takes to the stage in an electrifying performance of her greatest hits at this year’s 27th Annual Academy of Friends Gala, Sunday, Feb. 25 at the Fort Mason Center Herbst Pavilion.  Renowned for her powerhouse vocals and plus-size-stature, Ms. Wash was one half of the original singing duo Two Tons O’ Fun, later re-named the Weather Girls, and hit disco gold with “It’s Raining Men.”  

Her career continued to soar with her commanding vocals on Black Box’s dance hits “Everybody, Everybody” and “Strike It Up,” followed by C+C Music Factory’s Number One Hit Song, “Gonna Make You Sweat (Everybody Dance Now).”  A San Francisco native, Ms. Wash will perform immediately following the live Oscar-telecast and raffle drawing for the 2007 Mercedes-Benz SLK 280 luxury sports car. Cingular and Energy 92.7 FM are the proud sponsors of Ms. Wash at this year’s Gala.  Energy 92.7 FM DJ Trevor Simpson will also be spinning the hottest dance tunes of today.  

The Academy of Friends Gala, held annually on the night of the Academy Awards®, and acclaimed as the biggest formal party outside of Hollywood, is one of the Bay Area’s premiere charity fundraising events in support of agencies on the frontline of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

Underscoring the importance of this fundraising effort, Academy of Friends today announced that AT&T will take the corporate lead as Gala Producing Sponsor, and will help to underwrite the newly created Gallery of Hope to be unveiled the night of the Gala. 

This year’s Presenting Sponsors include Levi Strauss & Co., Mercedes-Benz USA, and McCann Worldgroup. Academy of Friends welcomes several new business leaders as Major Sponsors including Macy’s, Nordstrom, and Qantas Airways, in addition to the return of Comcast, Mercedes-Benz San Francisco, Energy 92.7 FM, and MAC AIDS Fund. 

Previously announced Major Sponsors are: Starbucks Coffee Company,  Triton Funding Group, Smirnoff/Diageo, and Hartle Media Group.  Additional Sponsors for the 2007 Gala include: Cathay Pacific, Clift,  Frette, Le Meridien San Francisco, Omni San Francisco Hotel, Paul K, Propane Studio, Wells Fargo, KGO, and Winslow & Associates.
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“I wish to thank all of our corporate and business leaders for their expression of financial and in-kind support,” stated Academy of Friends Chair Alan Keith.  “In particular, I would like to single out AT&T for their extraordinary generosity.  This type of leadership and commitment to truly help those individuals who are in profound need of professional HIV/AIDS care, is very rewarding to all of us.”

Since its humble origin in 1980, Academy of Friends has donated more than $6 million to Bay Area health and social service organizations whose mission is to work with individuals effected by HIV/AIDS. Corporate sponsors and individual underwriters who donate through AOF, benefit from the ability to “give once” and reach many of the agencies working to improve the lives of those at risk. Last year alone, AOF was able to provide financial support that reached approximately 200,000 individuals.  Proceeds raised from the 2007 Gala, will help sustain 15 Bay Area organizations in six different counties from Sonoma to Santa Clara.

The 2007 Gala will begin at 4:30 pm in the Herbst Pavilion and Cowell Theater at San Francisco’s Fort Mason Center.  More than 2,000 guests are expected to enjoy the evening while watching the Oscar proceedings from multiple television screens, sampling fine cuisine and wine from the Bay Area’s top restaurants and wineries, bid at a one-of-a-kind silent auction, dance to live music, and take in the sights of the best people-watching this side of the famed Red Carpet.

CALENDAR EDITORS, PLEASE NOTE:
What:

Academy of Friends presents 27th Annual Gala

When:

Sunday, February 25, 2007, 4:30 pm start time

Venue:  
Fort Mason Center Herbst Pavilion + Cowell Theatre

Tickets:  
$250; charity event

Call:  

415/995-9890

Website: 
 www.AcademyOfFriends.org
Attire:  
Black-tie formal

Event Description:  the Bay Area’s biggest Academy Awards party offering some 2,000+ attendees a red carpet celebration of the annual Hollywood film awards ceremony; a royal taste of the finest Bay Area restaurants, wines, and beverages; a unique silent auction; dancing to a live performance by legendary disco diva, Martha Wash; and raffle of a new Mercedes-Benz SLK 280.  Proceeds raised support 15 Bay Area health and social services agencies on the front line in the battle against HIV and AIDS.
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