For Immediate Release

TAYLOR DAYNE, DANCE-POP SINGING STAR

TO PERFORM AT 28TH ANNUAL ACADEMY OF FRIENDS GALA

SHAKEN, NOT STIRRED, SUNDAY, FEB 24, FORT MASON CENTER

EVENT PROCEEDS BENEFIT 12 BAY AREA HIV/AIDS AGENCIES

Gala Tickets Now on Sale; visit www.AcademyOfFriends.org
SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 11, 2008—Academy of Friends (AOF) today announced Gold and Platinum Pop Vocalist/Dance/Club singing star TAYLOR DAYNE will perform at the upcoming 28th Annual Academy of Friends Gala, Shaken, Not Stirred, Sunday, Feb. 24 at the Fort Mason Center Festival Pavilion. The 2008 Gala Co-Chairs are Nanette Duffy and David Miranda.

Dayne will take to the Gala stage immediately following the anticipated live telecast of the 80th Annual Hollywood Academy Awards, offering up her popular hits “Tell It to My Heart,” “I’m The One You Want,” and “Planet Dance,” as well as selections from her latest  CD, Satisfied. 

Originally from New York, Dayne’s first dance single, “I’m the One You Want,” was released in 1985 and was soon followed with the worldwide smash hit, “Tell It to My Heart.” Her many hit songs both in the U.S. and abroad include “Don’t Rush Me”, “I’ll Always Love You”, “Love Will Lead You Back”, I’ll Be Your Shelter,” and “Prove Your Love,” among others.  She has sold more than 25 million recordings and just completed her fifth studio album.  

In addition to her recording and concert stage career, Dayne has appeared on Broadway in Elton John’s musical, Aida, and has appeared in several Indie films including Fool’s Paradise, Stag, Jesus the Driver, and the 1994 Warren Beatty remake of Love Affair.  

This year’s AOF Gala, Shaken, Not Stirred, will offer a unique charity event for attendees:  fast cars, elegantly dressed women and tuxedo-clad men, gourmet cuisine and libations, a silent auction salon of fantasy holidays, luxe goods and artwork, gorgeous jewelry and the chance of a lifetime to win the newly designed and ultra chic, 2008 Mercedes-Benz C300 Sports Sedan.  The Gala ambiance will be enhanced by richly decorated designer salons allowing attendees to enjoy the Academy Awards broadcast from any vantage point, before giving way to music, dancing and the best people-watching in town.

Proceeds from the Gala will support 12 Bay Area HIV/AIDS social and health agencies from Sonoma to San Mateo counties, helping men, women, children, and minorities with direct care.  Over the past 28 years, AOF has distributed more than $6.5 million to 60 organizations in support of more than 200,000 individuals.

The 2008 beneficiaries from this year’s fund raising campaign are:  AIDS Legal Referal Panel; Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center; Black Coalition on AIDS; Face to Face Sonoma County AIDS Network; Immune Enhancement Project; Maitri; Meals of Marin; New Leaf; Project Inform; Shanti; Tenderloin Health; and WORLD. 

AT&T is once again the Producing Sponsor for the annual AOF Gala, and is joined by Presenting Sponsors Levi Strauss & Company, McCann Worldgroup, and Mercedes-Benz.  Academy of Friends gratefully acknowledges the support of hundreds of personal underwriters and such Major Sponsors as MAC, Macy*s, Starbucks Coffee Company, Smirnoff, Energy 92.7 FM, Hartle Media Company, KGO/ABC, Clift, Frette, CORT, Fiji Water, Gold’s Gym, Oliver Wyman, InterContinental San Francisco, Propane Studio and Omni San Francisco Hotel, Wells Fargo, Metrovation, Sports Basement and Winslow & Associates, among many other friends.

Gala tickets are $250 per person and may be purchased by calling the AOF office at 415 995 9890 or via www.AcademyOfFriends.org.  The 28th Annual Academy of Friends Gala will begin at 5 p.m. and conclude at 11 p.m., Fort Mason Center Festival Pavilion, San Francisco.
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