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The Academy of Friends, which
is having its 25th annual Academy
Awards Night Gala on Sunday at
Fort Mason, sends word that Lind-
say Wagner will be there wearing a
“star-studded million dollar
gown.” According to the press re-
lease about the event, which raises
money for HIV/AIDS service agen-
cies, the gown features a “striking
design of replicated hand-beaded
signatures onto the European
black velvet. . . . Donated by over
350 celebrity women,” including
Elizabeth Taylor, Sharon Stone,
Barbra Streisand, Hilary Swank,
Queen Latifahand Mother Teresa.
Somewhere in heaven, the celebri-
ty nun must be busting the buttons
off her angelic robe to have her
beaded signature right there along-
side those of Liz Hurley and Lucy
Liu.
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But there’s more to getting
ready for Sunday than making sure
the beaded i’s and t’s are dotted.
The Vein Treatment Center in
New York, warning of “varicose
veins, the bane of the red carpet,”
reminds stars to avoid high heels,
girdles and sitting with their legs
crossed. Perhaps the goodie bags
could include elastic stockings.

P.S.:Heard from a San Francisco
pal who’s in Los Angeles working
on getting stars to wear the wares of
his company. He says, “The stylists
are far worse than the celebrities,”
flaking out on appointments, being
unavailable, playing all sorts of
power games. And the toughest
one of all, “a dragon,” in my
friend’s estimation, “has the key
person in her pocket. . . . Nicole
Kidman will wear what she tells
her.”

GARCHIK

should have been subtitled, “We
French are so smart and you Amer-
ican women with your big Ameri-
can asses are so dumb.”

Last Sunday’s New York Times
magazine included an essay about
evolution’s mistakes, illustrated
with a photograph of a giraffe be-
ing moved out of or into a diorama.
Sharp-eyed Nell Cohen, 16, identi-
fies the setting as the Academy of
Sciences. “I had no question,”
writes Nell, “as that room is burned
into my mind after countless hours
spent staring at that very diorama
from a young age. It seems that pic-
tures are all that’s left of those
childhood memories of the Acade-
my of Sciences and de Young”
Gee, Nell, that’s a lot of nostalgia
for a 16-year-old to be toting.

P.S.: And in Sunday’s Chronicle,
Brevity, a comic strip signed by
Guv & Rodd, included a picture of
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KRON 4 News Director Stacy
Owen, who had been with the sta-
tion for nearly 14 years, announced
her departure on Tuesday, the day
she returned from maternity leave.
There’s no comment from the sta-
tion, where layoffs have been nu-
merous in recent months.

Owen Wilson was at the Sports
Club/LA in San Francisco on Tues-
day, working out with weights and
reading the newspaper intermit-
tently, all to get in shape — physi-
cally and intellectually — for La Po-
sada that night. And Clint East-
wood and his family were at the
Fog City Diner on Wednesday
night. :

And just across the Embarcade-
ro, the Other Minds festival was
having its launch dinner and per-
formanceat Butterfly,and compos-
er-performer Daniel Bernard Rou-
main played a violin piece that in-
cluded large and recognizable ele-
ments of “Hatikvah,” “My County
"Tis of Thee” and the “Star-Span-
gled Banner.” I am no rat, but I
must report that no one stood dur-
ing the national anthem. (Checked
with Wavy Gravy, who emceed
Woodstock, and he told me that
when Jimi Hendrix played it there
— in the morning — most people
stood, “unless they were passed out
in their sleeping bags.”)

One of the Butterfly staff mem-
bers told me there had been an En-
tertainment Weekly party at the
restaurant that afternoon, and
when the pros took an Oscar poll,
they picked “Million Dollar Baby””
as the big winner.




