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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
 HERB RITTS FOUNDATION DONATES RENOWNED PHOTOGRAPHER’S Limited EDITION NUDE TO ACADEMY OF FRIENDS FOR HIV/AIDS FUNDRAISING GALA, JOINS AS A MAJOR SPONSOR
Rare, Black and White Photograph of San Francisco Ballet Principals “Pierre & Yuri” Valued at $15,000 to Be Auctioned Online 
SAN FRANCISCO, February 1, 2006—Furthering the late, renowned photographer Herb Ritts’ long-standing commitment to HIV/AIDS research and fundraising, the Herb Ritts Foundation  has generously donated Ritts’ last published, photographic nude to Academy of FriendsSM   for auction, the organization today announced.  
The 20” by 24” black & white image of “Pierre & Yuri”—Pierre-Francois Vilanoba and Yuri Possokhov, principal dancers of the San Francisco Ballet—first appeared in French Vogue in 1999 and is valued at $15,000.  Powerful and graceful, the piece demonstrates Ritts’ graphic simplicity and is a showcase of his famed fine art photography. 
 Online bidding begins today for Ritts’ compelling work and can be viewed at www.academyoffriends.org.  The bidding will continue at the Academy of Friends Gala on Sunday, March 5th.  Attendees will be able to bid online at the Gala, and the auction winner will be announced that evening.  
“The Herb Ritts Foundation is in the early stages of its charitable activities and we are dedicated to supporting the causes to which Herb was deeply committed, including of course HIV/AIDS related issues,” said Mark McKenna, Chairman of the Board of Trustees.  “We are very excited by this collaboration with Academy of Friends and this opportunity to make a difference.  After all, making a difference is what it’s all about.”

In addition to donating a photograph from its vast collection, the Los Angeles-based Herb Ritts Foundation also granted $10,000 to Academy of Friends in support of its 26th year of fundraising for Bay Area HIV/AIDS service agencies.  “Pierre and Yuri” will be on display at next month’s Academy of Friends Gala, the nation’s largest Academy Awards night celebration outside of Hollywood, which will be held on Sunday, March 5, 2006.  Gala attendees will be able to submit bids in person and in addition, online bidding will remain throughout a portion of the evening.

“The Herb Ritts Foundation presents a wonderfully unique and generous opportunity for us to reach new audiences and unite our efforts,” said Alan Keith, Chair of the Board, Academy of Friends.  “We are confident that this rare and beautiful photograph will have appeal not only to our many constituents, but to a national and international audience online.  Our goal again this year is to distribute $500,000 to our beneficiaries, and we cannot achieve that without the generous support of partners like the Herb Ritts Foundation, as well as our sponsors, underwriters and volunteers.”  For more on Academy of Friends’ Beneficiaries and Sponsors for 2006, please visit www.academyoffriends.org.
The biggest Oscar night party outside Hollywood… is in SF!

WHAT:      Academy of Friends Gala, 26th Annual Academy Awards night fundraiser

WHEN: 
Sunday, March 5, 2006; 5:00 p.m. to Midnight

WHERE:  
The Concourse Exhibition Center, San Francisco
                  
635 8th Street (at Brannan)

WHY:   
The 26th anniversary of this black-tie affair will have more than 2500 Bay Area supporters in attendance.  All of the money raised at the Gala goes to Bay Area HIV/AIDS service agencies across six local counties.  Last year AOF raised $500,000 and to date the group has distributed $5.5 million to those serving Bay Area need. 

TICKETS: 
Gala tickets are available for $200 per person.  Tickets and additional information are available at www.academyoffriends.org or by calling 415.995.9890.

GALA DESCRIPTION:  “Rubies & Rhinestones: The Glitz and Glamour of American Film.” Attendees can watch the Academy Awards broadcast live on large screens thought the venue and sample food and wine from more than 80 Bay Area restaurants, caterers, and vintners.  The Gala will feature a glittering celebration of some of America’s favorite destination cities, both retro and current.  From Miami and Chicago, to New York, Las Vegas and Los Angeles, this year’s Gala will be memorable.  It will feature a surprise Live talent transition after the Awards are over, ending with a dance party hosted by Energy 92.7 at 10:00 p.m.  A fabulous Silent Auction will offer up one-of-a-kind treasures, trips and more.
About Herb Ritts Foundation

The Herb Ritts Foundation has two primary objectives as its mandate. The first of the two is to continue its ongoing support of AIDS/HIV education, research and awareness, and to continue supporting organizations which provide assistance and care for individuals with HIV and AIDS.  
 
The second primary objective of the Herb Ritts Foundation is to, in keeping with Mr. Herb Ritts' great passion for photography and other art forms, fund and support select institutions' educational programs and exhibitions which advance the art of photography.  The Board of Trustees for the Herb Ritts Foundation reserves the right as well to consider funding and support of exhibitions of other visual art forms in addition to photography. 
 
Along with its charitable work, the Foundation will maintain and secure Mr. Herb Ritts' legacy for future generations by organizing exhibitions of his work, publishing books and catalogues, preserving archives of prints and maintaining the integrity of the photographic editions established during Mr. Ritts' lifetime.  All revenues from the sales of Herb Ritts's work will be used to support and secure the mission and directives of the Herb Ritts Foundation.  For more information please visit: www.herbritts.com. 
About Academy of Friends

Academy of Friends was founded by Kile Ozier in 1980 as a small, private Academy Awards® Night party—twenty-five friends, a little food, a lot of champagne and a touch of Awards night glamour.  Over subsequent parties, the Gala became an HIV & AIDS fundraiser, a reaction to the toll HIV was taking on the community.  Over the last 25 years, AOF has supported more AIDS organizations than any other single fundraising organization in the Bay Area. 

Through the generosity of individual Underwriters, gala ticket holders and an illustrious collection of corporate donors, Academy of Friends is able to continue to support the vital work of organizations providing critical services to those living with HIV and AIDS. To this date, Academy of Friends has raised and distributed nearly $5.5 million.  And until the pandemic has passed, Academy of Friends is committed to raising funds by presenting quality events.  Academy of Friends is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization.  For more information please visit: www.academyoffriends.org.  
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