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25th Anniversary Gala in SF is Biggest Oscar Night Party Outside Hollywood; 3000 Expected

Actress Lindsay Wagner to Appear in Star-Studded, Million Dollar “Hollywood Graffiti Gown”
WHAT:
Academy of Friends Gala, 25th Annual fundraiser – 3,000 expected.  

Actress Lindsay Wagner to appear in one-of-a-kind Hollywood Graffiti Gown by Jeran Design.  The gown has over 350 signatures of influential women – including Oscar nominees Hillary Swank and Annette Benning!  Signatures range from Judy Garland, Sharon Stone and Elizabeth Taylor, to Mother Teresa and CA Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein. 
WHEN:
Sunday, Feb. 27, 5:00PM to Midnight

WHERE:
Fort Mason Center’s Festival Pavilion, San Francisco

WHY:
Academy of Friends has raised nearly $5 million for the Bay Area’s battle against HIV & AIDS.  This 25th anniversary Gala is a black-tie affair that hopes to raise $500,000 for 14 local HIV & AIDS service agencies (see list attached).
TICKETS:
Gala tickets are available for $150 per person at www.academyoffriends.org or by calling 415.995.9890.

EVENT DESCRIPTION:  The theme for this year’s Gala is Nuit d’Argent (Night of Silver).  Fort Mason will be transformed by all things silver, contrasting French influences against futuristic modernism.  Guests will lounge in the unmistakably royal, undeniably French opulence of King Louix XIV and the decadent style of Palace Versailles.  Then they will be transported to the other side of the Silver Screen, where a contrasting, gleaming, world of the future awaits.
Press Contact:
TJ Snyder, Academy of Friends

ph = 415-369-8118  ||  c = 917-447-6120
e = tj.snyder@zenogroup.com
25th Anniversary Academy of Friends Beneficiaries:
· AIDS Community Research Consortium (www.acrc.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant for a peer education program for persons living with HIV & AIDS and for HIV food services
· AIDS Emergency Fund (www.aef-sf.org) – San Francisco, serving the Bay Area, requested a grant for emergency financial assistance to fund housing, utilities and medical expenses for people living with HIV & AIDS

· AIDS Legal Referral Panel (www.alrp.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to support ongoing free and low-cost legal services to people living with AIDS and its AIDS Housing Advocacy Project
· AIDS Project East Bay (www.apeb.org) – Alameda, requested a grant to sustain its Food Pantry services for primarily low income and homeless clients
· Catholic Charities CYO (www.cccyo.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant for its housing and direct care services programs for people living with HIV & AIDS
· Continuum (www.continuumhiv.org) -- San Francisco, requested a grant for ongoing support of its direct care services for low-income people with HIV & AIDS including licensed adult day health, mobile health care services, food and nutrition, home care, case management, and transitional services for people released from jail or prison

· Haight Ashbury Free Clinic (www.hafci.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to sustain its HIV outreach specialist and prevention services, including needle exchange and condom distribution
· Lavender Youth Recreation & Information Center (www.lyric.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to support a new HIV & AIDS prevention education program targeting lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and questioning low-income youth of color

· LYON—Martin Women’s Health Services (www.lyon-martin.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to sustain and develop its direct care programs for HIV+ women and transgender people

· Magnet (www.magnetsf.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to expand its rapid HIV antibody testing program and services

· Marin AIDS Project (www.marinaidsproject.org) -- Marin, requested a grant for comprehensive direct care services for low-income clients, from support groups, mental health and benefits counseling to emergency financial assistance and legal assistance

· Pittsburg Preschool and Community Council (www.ppscc.org) – Contra Costa, requested a grant to sustain a comprehensive range of HIV & AIDS services delivered from it mobile van, including rapid testing, pre- and post-counseling and case management referral services

· Project Open Hand (www.openhand.org) -- San Francisco and Alameda counties, requested a grant for its Delivered Meals Program to provide 16,575 nourishing, hot meals to men, women and children living with HIV & AIDS

· Shanti (www.shanti.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to recruit and train volunteer caregivers who will provide one-on-one, in-home support and onsite care to people living with HIV & AIDS
About Academy of Friends

Academy of Friends was founded in 1980 as a small, private Academy Award Night party—twenty-five friends, a little food, a lot of champagne and a touch of Awards night glamour.  Over subsequent parties, the Gala became an HIV & AIDS fundraiser, a reaction to the toll HIV was taking on the community.  Over the last 25 years, AOF has supported a broad spectrum of HIV & AIDS organizations in the Bay Area. 

Through the generosity of individual Underwriters, gala ticket holders and an illustrious collection of corporate donors, Academy of Friends is able to continue to support the vital work of organizations providing critical services to those living with HIV and AIDS. To this date, Academy of Friends has raised and distributed nearly $5 million.  And until the pandemic has passed, Academy of Friends is committed to raising funds by presenting quality events.  Academy of Friends is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization.  For more information please visit: www.academyoffriends.org.  

About The Hollywood Graffiti Gown
The uniqueness of the Hollywood Graffiti Gown by Jeran Design shines through its striking design of replicated hand-beaded signatures onto the European black velvet floor length gown, donated by over 350 celebrity women and women leaders to show their support for the fight against AIDS.  The purpose of the gown is to raise continued awareness to communities around the world about HIV/AIDS. The gown will be auctioned following its global tour, hoping to raise significant proceeds to be donated to various AIDS charities in the US and internationally.
Actress Lindsay Wagner, “The Bionic Woman” will present and wear the gown at the gala representing all the legendary women on the gown behind the cause and this very grand project.  Some signatures on the gown include Elizabeth Taylor, Sharon Stone, Annette Benning, Queen Latifah, Barbra Streisand, Liz Hurley, Lucy Liu, Hillary Swank, Mother Teresa and many more.  The gown has already appeared at the prestigious Golden Needle Awards, the AIDS Project Los Angeles fundraiser and Paramount Studios, the United Nations Association UN Day gala event in San Diego and is now preparing for visits to San Francisco, Austria, India, Mexico and Central America for AIDS related special events.
The Hollywood Graffiti Gown™ is a 25 year-long philanthropic project, and was created by Emmy-nominated designers Jerry Skeels and Randy McLaughlin of Jeran Design.  Since the gown’s debut at the Ribbon of Hope Awards at the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences in 2004, many global opportunities have arisen for the gown to make special appearances and support AIDS events and fundraising like the Academy Awards® Night Gala in San Francisco.

Press contact for the Hollywood Graffiti Gown:

Katharine Kubichan

Kubichan Communications, LLC

Media & Public Relations for the 

Hollywood Graffiti Gown Celebrity AIDS Project

Online press kit: www.kubichancommunications.com/jeran
Tel: 858.450.6452  /  Fax: 858.450.6443
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