
For Immediate Release:
ACADEMY OF FRIENDS CELEBRATES $50,000 COMMITMENT FROM AT&T, WELCOMES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND BOARD MEMBERS

Leading Bay Area HIV/AIDS Fundraiser Taps Woman to Drive Development and  

Stage Nation's Second Largest Academy Awards( Night Gala 
SAN FRANCISCO, August 18, 2003—Academy of Friends (AOF) today announced a renewed pledge from AT&T for $50,000 that continues the company's generous support and successful collaboration with AOF.  Hoping to build on this momentum for 2004, AOF also announced that Elisabeth Loeffler joins the non-profit as Executive Director.  Elisabeth will take a lead to help AOF fulfill its mission to increase funds and provide unrestricted financial support to frontline HIV/AIDS agencies across the San Francisco Bay Area, staging the region's premier Gala and events.

Elisabeth joins an expanded Board of Directors with eleven new members and brings to the organization a solid background in fund development and event management from her previous work at the Old Globe Theatre and La Jolla Playhouse in southern California, as well as her recent position driving development for Marin Catholic High School.  Elisabeth will help AOF embark on its 24th anniversary as the host of the nation's largest Academy Awards® night celebration outside of Hollywood.  With its March Gala earlier this year, AOF raised $350,000 for Bay Area organizations serving communities affected by HIV/AIDS.  To date the friends have distributed $4.5 million to diverse community programs.  

“I am excited to be a part of Academy of Friends and dedicate myself to strengthen its mission.  Over the past several years, I have witnessed firsthand how this disease affects people,” said Elisabeth Loeffler.  “I proudly join the Board’s commitment to support diverse communities as the Bay Area's premier HIV/AIDS fundraiser.  My personal goal is to raise more funds for the beneficiaries of AOF and help more positive people live a better life.”

“As AT&T again makes an impressive commitment to support local communities and Elisabeth comes on board, AOF is seeing unprecedented need among Bay Area HIV/AIDS agencies for operating money.  This summer alone, 39 agencies submitted proposals seeking more than $1 million in AOF grants, the allocation of proceeds from our upcoming Gala,” said Randall Shields, the new Chair of the Board of Directors for Academy of Friends and Interim Director of Development at UCSF AIDS Research Institute.  “In a year when giving is declining, we are energized by our new executive director and board members, and we are enormously grateful to loyal corporate sponsors, individual underwriters, ticket buyers and donors of in-kind products and services for their continued support.”

Elisabeth joins Academy of Friends after serving as the Associate Director of Development for Marin Catholic High School.  There she was responsible for leading a $550,000 Annual Fund campaign and worked closely with the Board of Regents to strengthen fundraising efforts.  Previously, Elisabeth worked as the Events Manager for both the La Jolla Playhouse and most recently the Old Globe Theatre in San Diego, serving as the principal producer of each organization’s Gala Fundraisers.  

During her time in San Diego, Elisabeth’s most recent Gala raised over $300,000 and included the generous donations from leading regional organizations.  Elisabeth also produced the Opening Night Party of the World Premiere of “The Full Monty,” an exclusive benefit headlining Diana Krall and the opening night gala of Nora Ephron’s Broadway debut, “Imaginary Friends,” with music by Marvin Hamlisch.  

AT&T funnels its HIV/AIDS grants for the Bay Area through its collaboration with AOF, a relationship that began in the mid-1990s.  Senior members of the AT&T management team participate in the grant-making selection process, along with AOF’s Board and other Bay Area community participants.   

New AOF Board members for 2004 include: Christopher Berini, Barbara Burlington, Allison Cease, Jay Grant, Diana Helander, Alan Keith, Craig Palmer, TJ Snyder, Gregg Solem, Karyn Kane Williams, and Richard Wortman.  

The new beneficiaries of AOF’s 2004 grants will be announced later this fall and the organization’s annual Gala will be hosted on Sunday, February 29, 2004, during the live Academy Awards® broadcast.  

About Academy of Friends


Academy of Friends was founded in 1980 as a small, private Academy Awards® Night party—twenty-five friends, a little food, a lot of champagne and a touch of Awards night glamour.  Over subsequent parties, the Gala became an HIV/AIDS fundraiser, a reaction to the toll HIV was taking on the community.  Over the last 17 years, AOF has supported more HIV/AIDS organizations than any other single fundraising organization in the Bay Area.

Through the generosity of individual Underwriters, Gala ticket holders and an illustrious collection of corporate donors, Academy of Friends is able to continue to support the vital work of organizations providing critical services to those living with HIV and AIDS. To this date, Academy of Friends has raised over $4.5 million.  And until the pandemic has passed, Academy of Friends commits to raise funds by presenting quality events.  Academy of Friends is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization and its Board and committee members are volunteers.  For more information please visit: www.academyoffriends.org.  
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