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For Immediate Release
ACADEMY OF FRIENDS AND VISUAL AID PRESENT

6TH ANNUAL SPRING ART AUCTION & BENEFIT

EVENT SET FOR TUESDAY, MAY 22 AT MEZZANINE

Celebrity Auctioneer Stephen Tourell to Lead Lively Auction

More Than $150,000 Worth of Art to be Presented 

SAN FRANCISCO, April 15, 2007—Academy of Friends and Visual Aid today announced details regarding the Sixth Annual Spring Art, Travel and Luxury Auction benefit event, scheduled for Tuesday, May 22 at Mezzanine, 444 Jessie Street.  More than $150,000 worth of rare artwork, exotic travel and unique luxury items will be auctioned in a lively exchange managed by celebrity auctioneer, Stephen Tourell of Toomey-Tourell Fine Art.

Proceeds from the evening will support 15 Bay Area HIV/AIDS service organizations designated by Academy of Friends, and provide financial funding for Visual Aid’s renowned programs for artists with life-threatening illnesses.  Both Academy of Friends and Visual Aid are recognized leaders in the not-for-profit community for raising money, awareness and support for Bay Area individuals living and working with HIV and AIDS.

"Academy of Friends is once again proud to partner with Visual Aid in co-sponsoring a fantastic art auction on May 22nd,” stated Academy of Friends Chair Alan Keith.  “This is our sixth consecutive year in collaboration with Visual Aid on such an event, which brings together the best of two organizations serving those impacted by HIV/AIDS. Together, our organizations make a formidable pair in raising much needed funding for those in need.  This year's event, in particular, will be host to numerous special auction items that are a 'must see'.”

“Visual Aid is delighted to be collaborating with the Academy of Friends in our fabulous spring auction, raising funds to support Visual Aid’s programs for artists with life-threatening illnesses and Academy of Friends’ beneficiaries,” said Visual Aid Executive Director Julie Blankenship. “This year’s event is shaping up to be the most exciting ever. We are blown away by the generous donations of renowned local artists, top galleries and businesses who have offered important works of art and special treasures for the auction.”

The festivities will begin at 6 p.m. with specialty cocktails, wine from O’Brien Cellars, a celebrated boutique Napa Valley winery, hors d’oeuvres before giving way to the main event:  the live auction of more than 50+ works of art donated by well-known artists, galleries, and luxury/travel businesses.  Of special interest, a beautiful baby grand piano in mint condition, airline tickets to destinations around the globe, holiday accommodations, rare jewelry, and extraordinary paintings, sculpture, photographs and more will tempt the eye and pocketbook.

Artists whose work will be included in the auction include: Masami Teraoka, Timothy Cummings, Michael Beck, Stephen DeStaebler, Fred Blackman, Jil Weinstock, Harry Bowden, Charles Linder, Steve Miranda Byer, Enrique Chagoya, Sandow Berk,  Gordon Cook, Timothy Cummings, Robin Denevan, Monica Denevan, Jock Sturges, Lauren Dicioccio, Clinton Fein, Kirsten Stolle, Martin Freeman, Rene Garcia Jr., Doug Glovaski, Susan Goldsmith, David Grimard Romero, Sarah Hinckley, Randall de Rijk, Zdzislaw Linder, Alex Maldonado, Betty Merken, James Nasmyth, Minoru Nishiki, Kristin Sand, and Puck.

Galleries who have donated artwork include: Ames Gallery, Andrea Schwartz Gallery, ArtHaus, Aurobora Press, Bucheon Gallery, Catharine Clark Gallery, Cecile Moochnek Gallery, Charles Campbell Gallery, Claudia Chapline Contemporary Art, Dolby Chadwick Gallery, Don Soker Contemporary Art, Electric Works, Fraenkel Gallery, Gregory Lind Gallery, Jack Fischer Gallery, Linc Art, Robert Koch Gallery, Takada Gallery, Toomey Tourell Fine Art, and Varnish Fine Art.

Floral arrangements for the evening will be provided by Birch.

ACADEMY OF FRIENDS is a credible steward through which individual donors and corporations contribute to a diverse set of HIV/AIDS direct care, prevention and education agencies in the San Francisco Bay Area, who receive funds based on their proven ability to reach, meet the needs of, and have the greatest impact on those most affected by HIV/AIDS.  Academy of Friends is best known throughout the nation for presenting the legendary black-tie Gala on the night of Academy Awards telecast.

VISUAL AID helps produce, present, and preserve the work of professional artists whose careers are challenged because of a life-threatening illness. Serving Bay Area visual artists from diverse backgrounds, the organization encourages artists to remain active participants in the larger arts community, and promotes dialogue on illness and art. Visual Aid provides artists with direct services from free art supplies and career development. All constituents suffer from disabling, life-threatening illnesses including HIV / AIDS, Diabetes, Leukemia and Breast Cancer.
Tickets for the Sixth Annual Spring Auction are $50 per person, and may be purchased at the door the evening of the event, Tuesday, May 22, 2007.  
Calendar Editors, Please Note …..

ACADEMY OF FRIENDS AND VISUAL AID PRESENTS

SIXTH ANNUAL SPRING ART AUCTION & BENEFIT

Date:

Tuesday, May 22, 2007

Venue:

Mezzanine, 444 Jessie Street, San Francisco 94103

Time:

6 p.m. cocktail reception with DJ music; 7 p.m. live art auction

Tickets:
$50 per person; proceeds benefit Academy of Friends & Visual Aid

Phone:

415/777-8242 OR 415/995-9890

Website:
www.visualaid.org OR www.AcademyOfFriends.org
Event:

A benefit evening of specialty cocktails, wine, hors d’oeuvres, music, followed by a lively auction of more than $150,000 worth of unique art, rare luxury goods, and exotic holiday travel.  Proceeds benefit 15 Academy of Friends-designated HIV/AIDS service organizations and Visual Aid’s programs for artists with life-threatening illnesses. A night to show your personal philanthropy, purchase some cool art, and meet some of the City’s movers and shakers. Renowned auctioneer Stephen Tourell of Toomey-Tourell Fine Art will lead the lively proceedings.
# # #

Press Contact:  Jon Finck, Academy of Friends PR Chair, 415/577-1323 or jpf@encore-sf.com


 Julie Blankenship, Visual Aid  Exec Director, 415/777-8242 or visaid@visualaid.org
