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For Immediate Release

ACADEMY OF FRIENDS PARTNERS WITH MACY’S WEST TO PROVIDE $40,000 IN HOLIDAY GRANTS TO 11 BAY AREA HIV/AIDS AGENCIES

Beneficiaries to be Honored at Special Holiday Reception Dec. 11

Visit www.AcademyOfFriends.org or Call 415/995-9890
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 10, 2006—Christmas will come a little bit earlier this year for eleven Bay Area HIV/AIDS health and social service agencies when they receive $40,000 in Holiday Grants from a new partnership between Academy of Friends (AOF) and Macy’s West, two high-profile organizations well known for their efforts to help men, women and children impacted by the disease.  The beneficiaries will be honored at the annual Academy of Friends Holiday Reception, presented this year at Le Meridien on Dec. 11.

For the past few years during the holiday season, AOF has characteristically provided $20,000 in grants to select agencies. In a new development, Macy’s West has chosen to collaborate with AOF and provide a matching sum of $20,000, raising the total gift distribution to $40,000. The backing of Macy’s West comes specifically from its employees voluntarily contributing to the Macy’s Passport Fund, a fund that provides financial aid to AIDS and HIV agencies. 

More than 20 different organizations applied requesting over $80,000 in financial support. Upon careful review, representatives of the AOF Board of Directors, Macy’s West and AOF corporate sponsors, selected eleven beneficiaries for a total of $40,000.  The financial support will provide these HIV/AIDS agencies the means in which to offer their clients, both individuals and families, a bit of Christmas cheer: gifts for children, food vouchers, special holiday luncheons, dinners, and receptions, among other items.  

This year’s Holiday Grants will go to:  AIDS Emergency Fund, Children’s Hospital of Oakland, Dolores Street Community Services, East Bay Agency for Children, Food For Thought – Sonoma County AIDS Food Bank, Lyon- Martin Women’s Health Services, Meals of Marin, Project Open Hand, Rainbow Community Center of Contra Costa County, San Mateo AIDS Program, and UCSF Positive Health Program.  

“What makes this collaboration with Macy’s so special, is that it really begins to get at the core issue of how we, as fundraiser, can be innovative and more effective in how we provide much needed resources to these HIV/AIDS organizations in the  Bay  Area,” said AOF Board Chair Alan Keith.  “We are choosing to complement and add to one another’s efforts and, in doing so, better serve those impacted by HIV/AIDS.”

Macy’s made a commitment to be a leader in the battle against HIV and AIDS over 20 years ago.  Due to the unwavering determination of Macy’s employees to raise funds and awareness to eradicate HIV/AIDS, the organization remains in the forefront of this vital issue.  

“The $20,000 in emergency AIDS grants we will be presented on Dec. 11th, comes directly from Macy’s employees,” commented Director of Community Relations at Macys West, Laura Heffron.  “Through our partnership with Academy of Friends, we are thrilled to be doubling the support and impact these funds will make in the Bay Area community.”

Over the past 26 years, AOF has distributed over $6 million to more than 60 different HIV/AIDS health and social service agencies.  In addition to the Holiday Grants announced today, AOF recently announced in Sept., the selection of 15 different HIV/AIDS organizational beneficiaries for grants totaling $500,000 in 2007.  

Academy of Friends was founded in 1980 as a small, private Academy Awards® night party shared by 25 friends over a little food, champagne and Hollywood glamour. This annual gathering soon formalized itself into a gala party with the expressed mission of raising revenue and awareness of the scourge of HIV and AIDS affecting the greater San Francisco community.
Academy of Friends has become acclaimed nationwide for producing one of the biggest and best formal attire parties on the night of the Hollywood Academy Awards®, all done with the sole purpose of raising money for men, women and children impacted by this disease.  The 27th annual Gala is scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 25, 2007 at Fort Mason Center’s Herbst Pavilion and Cowell Theater.  
To become a 2007 individual underwriter, corporate sponsor, or to volunteer, please call AOF at 415/995-9890 or visit www.AcademyOfFriends.org.  
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