For Immediate Release

A C A D E M Y   O F   F R I E N D S   2006

PRESENTS $500,000 TO 13 HIV/AIDS AGENCIES

AT SPECIAL AWARDS RECOGNITION RECEPTION
17th Annual Kile Ozier Award & The Jay Luque Award Presented to Two Volunteers

For more information, visit www.AcademyOfFriends.org or call 415/995 9890
SAN FRANCISCO, May 23, 2006—Academy of Friends (AOF) today announced the presentation of $500,000 to representatives from 13 leading HIV/AIDS agencies at a very special grants reception held at The Omni Hotel.  Proceeds raised from the recent 2006 Academy of Friends Gala Rubies and Rhinestones, in addition to monthly underwriting events, and raffle of a Mercedes-Benz luxury R350 class automobile, provided the financial support for agencies working in four Bay Area counties providing critical care, prevention and education programs to over 200,000 individuals.  

In a related announcement, the Academy of Friends presented the 17th Annual Kile Ozier Founder’s Award, named after the founder of AOF, posthumously to Andrew Thomas Mead, who succumbed to AIDS in November 2005.  Further, the prestigious 6th Annual Jay Luque Award was presented to Mark Owens, a volunteer extraordinaire in service to Academy of Friends

“We are proud to support these 13 extraordinary beneficiary organizations that are on the front-lines helping to make a difference to those living with HIV and AIDS,” commented AOF Board Chair Alan Keith.  “Their vital work is unquestionably at the core of our mission. To that end, I remain indebted to so many individuals and corporations who joined in this year’s campaign to help us generate $500,000 in direct grants. On behalf of the Academy of Friends, it is a privilege to be at the helm of this effort for so many in the Bay Area.”

Last year, Academy of Friends received applications from 38 different Bay Area organizations.  After considerable review, 13 were selected and designated as this year’s beneficiaries:

· AGUILAS (San Francisco) requested funding for HIV/AIDS prevention and awareness campaigns serving the Latino community;

· Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center (San Francisco) requested funding for “Ohana” multi-lingual HIV services program outreach, case management and treatment;

· Black Coalition on AIDS (San Francisco) requested funding for case management and support groups services for the African-American community;

· Diablo Valley AIDS Center (Contra Costa) requested funding for food purchases and delivery of meals to low-income and homeless individuals affected by HIV/AIDS;

· Face Face/Sonoma County AIDS Network (Sonoma) requested funding for direct care and prevention/education program services for individuals with AIDS;

· Larkin Street Youth Services (San Francisco) requested funding for direct care, HIV testing and counseling directed at runaway youth, ages 12 to 24;

· Maitri (San Francisco) requested funding for comprehensive hospice care, providing compassionate residential care to men and women severely debilitated by AIDS;

· New Leaf (San Francisco) requested funding for mental health services and substance abuse treatment;

· Project Inform (San Francisco) requested funding for their HIV/AIDS treatment information phone;

· St. James Infirmary (San Francisco) requested funding for HIV/AIDS prevention, education and awareness programs for all sex workers;

· Tenderloin AIDS Resource Center (San Francisco) requested funding for case management services for low-income and homeless in the Tenderloin area;

· The Stonewall Project at UCSF (San Francisco) requested funding for counseling services related specifically to crystal meth use/abuse.

· WORLD Women Organized to Respond to Life-threatening Disease (Alameda) requested funding for education, information and support services for women with HIV/AIDS.

The success of the 2006 Gala and fundraising campaign was made especially possible by the vision and commitment of presenting sponsors Levi Strauss & Co., Mercedes-Benz USA, McCann Worldgroup, and Comcast.  Additional support was provided by many corporate leaders including Mercedes-Benz San Francisco, The Herb Ritts Foundation, Korn/Ferry International, Intel, Cathay Pacific, Starbucks, Wells Fargo, Clift, Energy 92.7 FM, Falcon Studios, Brooks Brothers, Inter-Continental Hotels, and Triton Funding Group among many others.

Academy of Friends was founded in 1980 by Kile Ozier as a small, private Academy Awards® night party shared by 25 friends over a little food, champagne and Hollywood glamour. This annual gathering soon formalized itself into a gala party with the expressed mission of raising revenue and awareness of the scourge of HIV and AIDS affecting the Bay Area. During the ensuing 26 years, Academy of Friends has become acclaimed for presenting the biggest and best formal Academy Awards® party outside of Los Angeles, and for supporting more HIV/AIDS agencies than any other fundraising organization in the Bay Area.

Through the generosity of individual underwriters, corporate businesses, and gala ticket holders, Academy of Friends is able to continue to support the vital work of agencies providing critical services to men, women and children living with HIV and AIDS.  The Academy of Friends is committed to its core mission of raising funds for those in need by presenting superior quality events.  To date, the Academy of Friends has distributed over $6 million to agencies in the San Francisco Bay Area. HIV/AIDS organizations interested in applying for financial support in 2007, should contact the Academy of Friends office beginning June 15.  

The 27th annual Academy of Friends Gala will be held Sunday, Feb. 25, 2007. For more information about the activities of Academy of Friends, visit www.AcademyOfFriends.org or call 415/995 9890.
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