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For Immediate Release

ACADEMY OF FRIENDS HONORS THREE EXTRAORDINDARY VOLUNTEERS

KEITH WETMORE, CLAIRE EUGENIA GERNDT, JR., & LYNN LUCKOW

FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST AIDS/HIV

27th Annual AOF Gala Scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 25 at Herbst Pavilion, Ft Mason Center

For Tickets, Call 415/995-9890 or visit www.AcademyOfFriends.org
SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 1, 2007—Academy of Friends (AOF) today announced the recipients of the Kile Ozier Founder’s Award and the Jay Luque Award for Outstanding Volunteerism, two community spirit awards bestowed on Bay Area individuals who have demonstrated extraordinary volunteerism, leadership and dedication in the ongoing fight against AIDS and HIV. This year’s Kile Ozier Founder’s Award will be shared by Claire Eugenia Gerndt, Jr., and Keith Wetmore, and the Jay Luque Award for Outstanding Volunteerism will be given to Lynn Luckow.

“In the on-going campaign to help those effected by and living with AIDS and HIV, there are so many community heroes, ranging from individuals and businesses, to foundations, and government agencies,” commented AOF Board Chair Alan Keith.  “Each year, Academy of Friends singles out a few individuals who have made a significant contribution to this effort.  This year’s recipients share a common bond of bold leadership, unwavering volunteerism, passion, and dedication to do all that they can – and more – in order to help others.  We are very proud of these three individuals and applaud their exemplary work.”

The Kile Ozier Founder’s Award

The Kile Ozier Founder’s Award is named in tribute to the founder of Academy of Friends.  The winners of this award designate a Bay Area HIV/AIDS agency to receive a $5,000 AOF grant, which in this case will go to the San Francisco AIDS Foundation.

Claire Eugenia Gerndt, Jr., a loan officer for Wells Fargo, has been a longtime volunteer for the San Francisco AIDS Foundation where she has served as the Volunteer Captain of the Food Service Team for the annual AIDS/LifeCycle Ride.  In this capacity, she has managed a number of road volunteers (roadies) and assisted with the food service to over 2,000 participants.  She has provided countless hours of volunteer office work, managing volunteer registration, and provided invaluable assistance at the annual SFAF Women and Children’s Holiday Party.  

Concurrently, Ms. Gerndt, Jr., has volunteered for the past nine years at Project Open Hand, where she leads the Wells Fargo team of volunteers in the POH kitchens, and provides significant service at most Project Open Hand fundraisers.  Additionally, and for the past twenty years, she leads a bi-monthly team of Wells Fargo volunteers at the San Francisco Food Bank, supervising 25-35 participants per visit.

Keith Wetmore is the Chair and Chief Executive Partner of Morrison & Foerster LLP.  Mr. Wetmore has, through his own work and as part of the MoFo team, contributed for almost 20 years to various HIV/AIDS related causes.  In the mid-1980s, he helped organize teams of lawyers at MoFo who wrote wills and durable powers of attorney for PWAs, handling several dozen cases himself, as part of the important work of the AIDS Legal Referral Panel.  

He personally organized and incorporated a number of HIV-related non-profit organizations, including The Names Project.  He helped direct many of those organizations, including The Academy of Friends, to 
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other attorneys within MoFo over the years who were generous with their time as part of the firm’s award-winning pro bono program. Mr. Wetmore recently completed a six year term on the board of the San Francisco AIDS Foundation and fondly recalls attending his first Academy of Friends Gala, the second time it was ever held, when AOF was named “Friends of the Golden One Whose Name Must Not Be Used.”

The Jay Luque Award for Outstanding Volunteerism

Established in 2001, this award is named in honor of Jay Luque, a long-time, dedicated AOF Gala volunteer.  His spirit lives on through the annual presentation of this award in recognition of other volunteers who have demonstrated extraordinary dedication to AOF.  This award is accompanied by a $2,000 grant to be given to a Bay Are HIV/AIDS organization of the award recipient’s choice.

Leadership and impact have been at the center of Lynn Luckow’s professional and voluntary efforts for the past three decades, most notably as President & CEO of Jossey-Bass Publishers from 1991 to 2000.  His other credits include work with the University of California, San Diego; the University of Mid-America’s Institute for Professional Development; the University of North Dakota; and recently as President & CEO of Northern California Grantmakers, an association of 170 foundations based in Silicon Valley and San Francisco.  

Currently, he serves on the boards of Craigslist Foundation, Project Open Hand, and YouthGive; and on the board of overseers of the Randall L. Tobias Center for Leadership Excellence at Indiana University.  Lynn has been an avid supporter of Academy of Friends, and has lent his expertise to many planning meetings, conferences and strategy sessions.  Mr. Luckow has chosen Project Open Hand as the beneficiary of the $2,000 grant.

About Academy of Friends

Over the past 26 years, AOF has distributed over $6 million to more than 60 different HIV/AIDS health and social service agencies.  In addition to the $40,000 in Holiday Grants announced in December, AOF make known in Sept. the selection of 15 different HIV/AIDS organizational beneficiaries for grants totaling $500,000 in 2007.  

Academy of Friends was founded in 1980 as a small, private Academy Awards® night party shared by 25 friends over a little food, champagne and Hollywood glamour. This annual gathering soon formalized itself into a gala party with the expressed mission of raising revenue and awareness of the scourge of HIV and AIDS affecting the greater San Francisco community.
Academy of Friends has become acclaimed nationwide for producing one of the biggest and best formal attire parties on the night of the Hollywood Academy Awards®, all done with the sole purpose of raising money for men, women and children impacted by this disease.  The 27th annual Gala is scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 25, 2007 at Fort Mason Center’s Herbst Pavilion and Cowell Theater.  
General admission tickets for the Gala are now on sale; please call AOF at 415/995-9890 or visit www.AcademyOfFriends.org.  
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