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ACADEMY OF FRIENDS

REGRETFULLY ANNOUNCES RESIGNATION

OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MIKE HORAK

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct 22, 2010(Academy of Friends (AOF) Executive Director, Mike Horak announced today his intention to voluntarily step down from his administrative leadership position in order to relocate fulltime to the Napa Valley.  Horak’s decision was personal and motivated by his desire to live fulltime in the Napa Valley wine region.  He will work collaboratively in the coming weeks with the board to help backfill his responsibilities as executive director, and will continue on a transitional basis with his administrative and fundraising functions until a replacement is found.  An executive search for a new director will commence later this month.

AOF Board President Alan Keith stated, “It is with sincere regret that I announce Mike’s resignation as our executive director.  Over the past three years, Mike has provided AOF with significant leadership, organizational balance and structure, streamlined office operations and efficiencies and proven to be a community leader in our efforts to raise money and awareness of AOF’s mission to substantially help Bay Area agencies on the front line in the battle against HIV and AIDS.  Our board and staff are, of course, happy for Mike knowing his passion for life in the Napa Valley.  I wish to emphasize to our constituency that Mike will be working with our board on all of his executive responsibilities and strategic deadlines.  In that way, we will continue to benefit from his experience and leadership at a critical time for our agency and our community.”

Horak said, “It has been an exhilarating experience working with our dedicated volunteer board of directors and so many generous sponsors and donors.  Academy of Friends welcomed me three years ago and introduced me to the Bay Area’s LGBTQA community, and for that I’m very grateful.”

“While it is with a certain amount of reluctance that I will be leaving my post with AOF,” said Horak, “ I am very happy that I will continue to play a substantial role with our organization over the coming months to properly help with administrative, donor and beneficiary functions and expectations.  I am a strong believer in the power of our agency and all the good that it has done over the past 31 years.  Frankly, it’s been a remarkable achievement that all of us are terribly proud to have contributed to in some way.  I intend to pass the executive director reigns to the next individual who will be able to take this vital organization even further.”

Horak is a long time advocate for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) issues and human rights with extensive experience in corporate marketing and social responsibility.  His professional credits stem from a broad range of community-based organizations.  He brings to the agency in-depth expertise in strategic planning, community integration, development and marketing strategy, volunteer recruitment and policy creation and implementation.  His professional work has been in Chicago and New York City.
Prior to relocating to San Francisco, Horak was Chief Development Officer for the Chicago-based Howard Brown Health Center, one of the nation’s largest LGBT organizations.  With an annual budget of over $15 million, the agency serves more than 20,000 adults and youth each year in a diverse health and social service delivery system focused around seven major programmatic divisions:  primary medical care, behavioral health, research, HIV/STD prevention, youth services, elder services, and community initiatives.

His other credits include Chief Operations Director and Development Director in Chicago for Neumann Family Services, a multi-million dollar agency providing continuum of care to the developmentally delayed and mentally ill; and Associate Development Director with The Doe Fund, a leading New York City organization dedicated to breaking the cycles of homelessness, welfare dependency and incarceration through innovative paid-work programs, housing, supportive services and business ventures.

Horak holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration from Miami University, with a focus on Marketing and Non-Profit Management.  
Academy of Friends has distributed more than $8million to more than 60 Bay Area social service and health agencies, including AIDS Legal Referral Panel; Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center; Face to Face: Sonoma County AIDS Network; Huckleberry Youth Program; Maitri; Positive Resource Center; Project Inform; San Francisco LGBT Community Center; Shanti; Tenderloin Health; and Women’s HIV Program at UCSF.
AOF is widely known for the production of the annual black-tie gala held on the night of Hollywood’s Academy Awards telecast, the biggest party outside of the Governor’s Ball in Los Angeles.  The 31st Annual Academy of Friends Gala will be held Sunday, February 27, 2011.  

For more information, visit www.AcademyOfFriends.org or telephone 415 995 9890.
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