
For Immediate Release
12 HIV/AIDS AGENCIES SELECTED AS 2008 BENEFICIARIES

AT&T, MERCEDES-BENZ USA, LEVI STRAUSS & McCANN WORLDGROUP

RETURN AS LEAD PRESENTING SPONSORS

2008 GALA SET FOR SUNDAY, FEB. 24, FT. MASON CENTER 
Celebrating Life. Empowering Hope.

Academy of Friends: 415 995 9890 or www.AcademyOfFriends.org
SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 03, 2007—Academy of Friends (AOF) today announced the selection of 12 HIV/AIDS agencies as the beneficiaries of the 2007/08 fundraising campaign. AOF anticipates donating as much as $500,000 in the coming season to Bay Area not-for-profit organizations. Academy of Friends remains one of the leading contributors to Northern California’s frontline battle against HIV and AIDS, and has thus far distributed $6.5 million to multiple agencies over the past 27 years.

The 2008 Academy of Friends Gala Awards will go to the following beneficiaries:

AIDS Legal Referral Panel; Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center; Black Coalition on AIDS; Face to Face: Sonoma County AIDS Network; Immune Enhancement Project; Maitri; Meals of Marin; New Leaf; Project Inform; Shanti; Tenderloin Health; and WORLD. (A complete agency description is attached.) More than 28 organizations applied for grants totaling over $1 million.

In a related announcement, AOF welcomed the return of AT&T as the lead Producing Sponsor, in addition to Mercedes-Benz USA, Levi Strauss & Co., and McCann Worldgroup who have all agreed to continue their pivotal role as Presenting Sponsors of the 28th Annual Academy of Friends Gala, scheduled for the night of the Hollywood Oscar telecast on Sunday, Feb. 24, 2008. Joining this impressive quartet of corporate benefactors, AOF announced the renewed commitment and generosity of Major Sponsors Starbucks Coffee Company, MAC, Macy’s, Hartle Media Group, Diageo, Energy 92.7 FM, and Winslow & Associates. The 2008 black-tie Gala will be held at Fort Mason Center's Festival Pavilion 

Addressing over 250 VIP underwriters and guests at a special cocktail reception hosted by the Clift, AOF Board Chair Scott Miller commented, “I am very proud of AOF’s commitment to support a growing need for funding in our community.  We have set our sights on raising money for 12 HIV/AIDS agencies, an impressive list of organizations that continue to do the heavy lifting when it comes to working day-in and day-out with individuals who are either at risk or infected with HIV/AIDS.”

Building on the success of the recent Gala, AOF continues to drive fundraising momentum for HIV and AIDS community services in the Bay Area. The 12 beneficiaries were selected with the grateful assistance of an esteemed panel of HIV/AIDS community advisors, reflecting an effort by AOF to reach both new and familiar populations where HIV infections continue to rise, specifically among women, people of color, youth and men who are engaged in the use of methamphetamine (crystal meth).
Academy of Friends provides two categories of grants to support organizations delivering a broad range of community services.  The first is Direct Care Grants, such as food, housing, counseling, financial assistance, or legal services.  The second is HIV Prevention Education Grants, which include funding for HIV & AIDS education, such as primary prevention, treatment or nutrition information, employment and job retraining, and peer education/outreach.

“We could not continue to help these agencies deliver the good work they do without the collaboration and support of our outstanding Presenting Sponsors, our Major Sponsors, underwriters and volunteers,” said Scott Miller.  “Corporate sponsors and individual underwriters who donate through AOF, benefit from the ability to give once and reach many of the agencies working to improve the lives of those at risk. Last year alone, AOF was able to provide financial support that reached approximately 200,000 individuals.”

For the sixth consecutive year, Mercedes-Benz USA will provide Academy of Friends with a luxury car to be used in a raffle.  Beginning Sunday, Oct. 7 at the Castro Street Fair, AOF will launch an aggressive five-month campaign to sell 3,000 raffle tickets at $50 each.  This season’s car is the newly designed and highly popular 2008 Mercedes-Benz C300 Sports Sedan, and is valued at $35,000. The winning raffle ticket will be selected the night of the Academy of Friends Gala on Feb. 24, 2008. 

Academy of Friends was founded in 1980 as a small, private Academy Awards® night party shared by 25 friends over a little food, champagne and Hollywood glamour. This annual gathering soon formalized itself into a gala party with the expressed mission of raising revenue and awareness of the scourge of HIV and AIDS affecting the greater San Francisco community. During the ensuing 27 years, Academy of Friends has become acclaimed nationwide for producing one of the biggest and best formal attire Academy Awards® parties outside of Los Angeles, all done with the express purpose of Celebrating Life and Empowering Hope.

To become a 2008 underwriter, corporate sponsor, learn more about this year’s Mercedes-Benz raffle, or simply to volunteer, please call 415 995 9890 or visit www.AcademyOfFriends.org.  
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