
For Immediate Release:
EAST MEETS WEST AT ACADEMY OF FRIENDSSM “HOLLYWOOD TO BOLLYWOOD” GALA FUNDRAISER 
AT&T, Levi Strauss & Co. and Mercedes-Benz Lead Corporate Sponsorship of 24th Annual 

Academy Awards( Night Celebration to Benefit 13 Bay Area HIV/AIDS Service Agencies 
SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 17, 2004—While United Nations has unveiled an ambitious new $5.5 billion plan to deliver critical AIDS drugs to fight a disease now killing 8,000 a day in Third World countries, need here in the San Francisco Bay Area is being met in part by AT&T, Levi Strauss, Mercedes-Benz, Lovejoy Creative and other corporate sponsors supporting this year’s Academy of FriendsSM (AOF) Gala fundraiser on Sunday, February 29, 2004.  

Hoping to help raise awareness on the global epidemic, this year’s 24th annual Gala is themed “Hollywood to Bollywood” and mixes classic American glamour with the rich textures of India’s Mumbai (formerly Bombay), where East meets West in film-making.  Business and media partners recognize the Academy of Friends Gala—the nation’s largest Academy Awards( night celebration outside Hollywood—as one of the Bay Area’s leading channels for distributing funds to diverse communities affected by HIV/AIDS.  Last year, more than 2,500 attended the Academy of Friends Gala, which raised and distributed $350,000 to regional agencies.


In an effort to congratulate San Francisco on the more than 2500 new marriages, AOF is offering a special new price for the Gala celebration = $150 per person (which saves couples $100 off the original $200 ticket price).  “We wanted to do something to recognize the importance of this moment in history and thank Mayor Gavin Newsom, city officials and everyone supporting the campaign for equal rights,” said Elisabeth Loeffler, Executive Director, Academy of Friends. 
Corporate Generosity
The Gala will benefit thirteen service agencies from six local counties and is made possible by generous commitments from corporate sponsors that include: 

· Presenting Sponsors: AT&T, Levi Strauss & Co., Lovejoy Creative and Mercedes-Benz

· Major Sponsors:  ABC 7 Television, KGO Newstalk AM 810, M*A*C, San Francisco Magazine, W San Francisco and Wells Fargo
· Sponsors:  The Advocate, Aveda, Clear Channel Outdoor, Clift, Crown Royal, Delta Air Lines East Bay Express, Genre, Girlfriends, JCDecaux, Look Model Agency, Macy’s Satellite Network, Nordstrom, SF Weekly, Smirnoff, Saks Fifth Avenue, Starbucks, and United Airlines
· Supporters:  Bubble Lounge, butterfly embarcadero, Embarcadero Center, Esquire, Fluid Ultra Lounge, Home Box Office, John Pence Gallery, KOIT Radio, Korn/Ferry International, Mercedes-Benz of San Francisco, Metreon: A Sony Entertainment Center, Nob Hill Gazette, Oracle Corp., Perrier, Ralph Lauren, Saks Fifth Avenue, San Francisco Business Times, Selix Formalwear, Sidley Austin Brown & Wood, Sprig Electric, Sports Club L.A. and Treat
· In Association:  Cort Event Furnishings, Cue 1 Go, Gregg Gordon Solem Interior Design, Henna Garden Events & Entertainment, Image III, IMPACT Lighting and Production, John Murray Productions, John Pierce Design & Plantscape, Living Green, Marc Mel, Melon’s Catering & Event Planning, McCune Audio/Video/Lighting, Ohm Lighting, Poppy Floral Design, Randy Stevens, The Richard Gervais Collection, San Francisco Design Center, Taste Catering and Event Planning and Winslow & Associates, Inc.
Mercedes-Benz USA is proud to return for a second year as a presenting sponsor of the Academy of Friends Gala.  “With the support of Mercedes-Benz of San Francisco, we are delighted to continue our commitment by donating a Mercedes-Benz CLK320 Cabriolet for this year’s raffle,” said Lisa Holladay, Regional Marketing Manager MBUSA.  “Supporting the battle against HIV/AIDS in the Bay Area is important to us and Academy of Friends is a terrific partner in that effort.”
“Hollywood to Bollywood” Gala:

What:  
The Academy of Friends Gala, an Academy Awards® night fundraiser
When:  
Sunday, February 29, 2004; 5:00 p.m. to Midnight
Where:  
The Concourse Exhibition Center, San Francisco (8th Street at Brannan) 
Tickets:
Gala tickets are available for $150 per person; tickets and additional information are available at www.academyoffriends.org or by calling 415.995.9890
Beverages:
Main Bars sponsored by and featuring Diageo North America, Inc. Products. Participating beverage sponsors include Anchor Steam Beer •  Barefoot Cellars • Bighorn Cellars • Blackstone Winery • Bonny Doon Vineyards • Brutocao Cellars & Vineyards • Carneros Creek Winery • Cinnabar Vineyards & Winery • Classic Wines of California • Clos du Val Winery • Crown Royal • Davis Bynum Winery • deLorimier • Domaine Saint Gregory / Monte Volpe Vineyards • Far Niente • Gallo of Sonoma • Golden Brands Distributing • Grove St. Winery • Hahn Estates / Smith & Hook Winery • Heineken • J Vineyards and Winery • Jakob Gerhardt USA • Kenwood Vineyards •  Louis M. Martini Winery • Merryvale Vineyards •  Miller Lite • Moon Mountain Vineyard • Nevada City Winery • Northwest Wines • Paradise Tropical Tea & Justin Lloyd Premium Tea • Perrier •  Peterson Winery • Quady Winery • Ravenswood Winery • Red Bull •  Roudon Smith Winery • Smirnoff • Trefethen Vineyards •  Zinfandel Advocates & Producers 

Food:
Absinthe • Aidells Sausage Company • Antica Trattoria • Asia de Cuba • Baja Fresh Mexican Grill• Bambuddha Lounge •Blowfish Sushi to Die For • Bridges Restaurant • Café Marimba • Chaya Brasserie • Chenery Park • Ciao Bella Gelato • Crossing The Bar • Delessio Market & Bakery • Destino • Fete Catering • First Crush • Fringale• Global Gourmet Catering • Hayes Street Grill • Jitney’s Bar & Grill • Joseph Schmidt Confections • La Tasca • Le Colonial • Melon’s Catering • New Delhi • Pasta Pomodoro • Paul K. • Pesce  •  PlumpJack Café • Scharffen Berger Chocolates • Strait’s Café • Taste Catering • Theobroma Catering at the Cosmo • Tin-Pan • Tom’s Cookies • ACME Bread Company • California Pistachios • Donsuemor Madeleines • Hoffman’s Cheese • La Tempesta Bakery • Nob Hill Pizza & Popcorn
Silent Auction:  South Center Aisle – Mumbai Bazaar of over 200 items all solicited by AOF Board – Designed by: Gregg Gordon Solem of Gregg Gordon Solem. Merchandized by SAKS Fifth Avenue and Interior Designs and Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising(FIDM)
Entertainment:  Featuring the renowned Gold Painted People • The Richter Scales •  Assorted Bollywood Walk-Around and Staged Entertainers to include: Yogis, Kama Sutra Artists, Henna Tattoo Artists, Bindi Artists, Bhangra Teams and Indian Musicians • Assorted Hollywood Walk-Around and Staged Entertainers to include: CalDanceChamps.com, Dancevents, Look Model and Shock Treatment Productions • DJ Neil Lewis • Go-GoPro Dancers • M.A.C. Body Painting • Post-telecast Spectacular to be announced

Mercedes -Benz and Vacation Raffles:

Raffles:  
For anyone who wishes to support AOF fundraising, whether they can or cannot attend the Gala, AOF currently offers two exciting Raffles:

1) A Mercedes-Benz CLK 320 Convertible (with a one in 2500 chance to win); and 

2) One of three vacation packages to India, New York City and around San Francisco
· Raffle tickets can be purchased online at www.academyoffriends.org or by calling 415.995.9890.

2004 Academy of Friends Gala Beneficiaries

The organizations that will receive AOF grants in 2004 represent the best opportunities to affect the lives of nearly 200,000 citizens affected by HIV/AIDS in Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.  This year’s beneficiaries include: Aguilas, Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center, Children’s Hospital & Research Center at Oakland, Diablo Valley AIDS Center, Dolores Street Community Services, Glide Health Clinic, Health Connections Case Management Services, Health Services Agency, Huckleberry Youth Programs, New Leaf, Project Inform, STOP AIDS, and the Tenderloin AIDS Resource Center.  
 “Last year Academy of Friends granted $350,000 to local agencies serving those affected by HIV/AIDS and we hope to do more in 2004—something we can achieve only with the generosity of these corporate sponsors,” said Randall Shields, Chair of the Board of Directors for Academy of Friends.  “We know HIV infection rates are on the rise again in the Bay Area, particularly among women and young gay men.  We urge everyone in the Bay Area to join us and thank our corporate sponsors for their role in the effort to fund the frontline against the pandemic.”

About Academy of Friends


Academy of Friends was founded in 1980 as a small, private Academy Awards( Night party—twenty-five friends, a little food, a lot of champagne and a touch of Awards night glamour.  Over subsequent parties, the Gala became an HIV/AIDS fundraiser, a reaction to the toll HIV was taking on the community.  Over the last 17 years, AOF has supported more HIV/AIDS organizations than any other single fundraising organization in the Bay Area.

Through the generosity of individual Underwriters, Gala ticket holders and an illustrious collection of corporate donors, Academy of Friends is able to continue to support the vital work of organizations providing critical services to those living with HIV and AIDS. To this date, Academy of Friends has raised over $4.2 million.  And until the pandemic has passed, Academy of Friends is committed to raising funds by presenting quality events.  Academy of Friends is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization and its Board and committee members are volunteers.  For more information please visit: www.academyoffriends.org.  

Trademarks

Academy Awards( is the registered trademark and copyrighted property of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

Academy of FriendsSM Gala is not affiliated with nor endorsed by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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