
For Immediate Release:

ACADEMY OF FRIENDS SELECTS 13 NEW HIV & AIDS BENEFICIARIES FOR 2006, EXPANDS GIVING TO SONOMA COUNTY FOR FIRST TIME
Levi Strauss, Mercedes-Benz USA and McCann Worldgroup Sign on as Presenting Sponsors for Academy Awards® Night Gala, Join Effort to Distribute $500,000 in Proposed Grants 
SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 29, 2005—Working to counter the looming effect of federal budget cuts expected to impact Bay Area HIV & AIDS service providers, Academy of FriendsSM (AOF) today renewed its fundraising commitment and announced a new roster of thirteen (13) local HIV & AIDS service organizations as beneficiaries.  Levi Strauss & Co., Mercedes-Benz USA and McCann Worldgroup have agreed again to support AOF’s effort and serve as Presenting Sponsors of the group’s annual Academy Awards® night Gala on Sunday, March 5, 2006.
AOF builds on the success of its 25th anniversary Gala in February of this year, which raised $500,000, and continues to drive fundraising momentum for HIV & AIDS community services in the Bay Area expanding—for the first time—to Sonoma County.  The thirteen beneficiaries were selected with the help of an esteemed panel of medical and community advisors and reflect and effort to reach both new and familiar populations where new HIV infections continue to rise, specifically women, people of color, youth and men who use methamphetamine (crystal meth).  
Friends Helping Friends

“WORLD is facing formidable challenges within the epidemic that reflect the growing infection rate among women, particularly women of color. African American women are becoming HIV-positive at a rate disproportionately more rapid than the general population, and we see the reality of this everyday in our office in Oakland,” said Maura Riordan, Executive Director, WORLD.  “Academy of Friends funding will allow us to do things like produce several issues of our newsletter—a publication that started with 50 readers and now goes to 12,000 women, featuring treatment information and inspirational stories of women surviving HIV.  The support that the Academy provides to organizations like ours is critical to survival in these times of funding scarcity.”


“For youth, especially those who are underprivileged with a multitude of needs—housing, medical care, and mental well-being, funding is essential for helping develop them into productive and healthy individuals.  Adding a chronic and potentially deadly illness to their already tenuous and challenging lives creates, in many instances, an obstacle that is virtually impossible to overcome,” said Sherilyn Adams, Executive Director, Larkin Street Youth Services.  “At this time, when funding from the federal government is waning and uncertain amid policy change, grants from organizations such as AOF are absolutely critical to helping us maintain a level of day-to-day care and hope necessary for youth who suffer with HIV & AIDS.”  
Roster of 26th Anniversary Gala Beneficiaries

And the 2006 Academy of Friends Gala awards will go to:

· Aguilas (www.sfaguilas.org) – San Francisco, requested funding for HIV & AIDS prevention and awareness campaigns serving the Latino community
· Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center (www.apiwellness.org) – San Francisco, requested funding for “Ohana,” multi-lingual HIV services program outreach, case management and treatment
· Black Coalition on AIDS (www.bcoa.org) – San Francisco, requested funding for case management and support group services for the black community
· Diablo Valley AIDS Center (www.dvac.org) – Contra Costa, requested funding for food purchases and delivery of meals to low-income and homeless individuals and families affected by HIV & AIDS

· Face to Face/Sonoma County AIDS Network (www.f2f.org) – Sonoma, requested funding for direct care and prevention/education program services

· Larkin Street Youth Services (www.larkinstreetyouth.org) – San Francisco, requested funding for direct care, HIV testing and counseling directed toward runaway youth, ages 12 to 24
· Maitri (www.maitrisf.org) – San Francisco, requested funding for comprehensive hospice care
· New Leaf (www.newleafservices.org) – San Francisco, requested funding for mental health services and substance abuse treatment
· Project Inform
(www.projectinform.org) – San Francisco, requested funding for their HIV & AIDS treatment information phone
· St. James Infirmary (www.stjamesinfirmary.org) – San Francisco, requested funding for HIV & AIDS prevention, education and awareness programs

· Tenderloin AIDS Resource Center (www.tarcsf.org) – San Francisco, requested funding for case management services for low-income and homeless in the Tenderloin
· The Stonewall Project at UCSF (www.tweaker.org) – San Francisco, requested funding for counseling services related specifically to crystal meth use/abuse 
· WORLD [Women Organized to Respond to Life-threatening Disease] (www.womenhiv.org) – Alameda, requested funding for education, information and support services for women
About the Grants
Academy of Friends provides two categories of grants to support organizations delivering a broad range of community services.  The first is Direct Care Grants, such as food, housing, counseling, financial assistance, or legal services.  The second is HIV Prevention Education Grants, which include funding for HIV & AIDS education, such as primary prevention, treatment or nutrition information, employment and job retraining, and peer education/outreach.  For 2006, the total request of proposed grants is $450,000.  AOF makes additional grants throughout its fiscal year, including its Kile Ozier Award and holiday-time, Geoffrey Etienne-Giacomazzi Charities Fund grants.
AOF’s beneficiaries are partners in the non-profit’s fundraising and this year were selected from 36 local agencies that submitted proposals, requesting a total of more than $1.15 million in much needed support.  Corporate sponsors and individual underwriters who donate through AOF benefit from the ability to “give once” and reach many of the agencies working on the front lines to improve the lives of those affected by HIV & AIDS across our region.  
To make the grants possible, each year AOF enlists critical support from underwriters, corporate sponsors and a range of local designers, food and beverage donors to host the nation’s largest Academy Awards night celebration outside Hollywood.  With nearly $5.5 million raised, AOF remains one of the leading contributors to the Bay Area’s frontline battle against HIV & AIDS.
“Many of the agencies across the Bay Area expect tough cuts in federal funding.  However, infection rates and need for prevention and care services are again on the rise among women and young gay men, particularly in communities of color,” said Alan Keith, Chair of the Board of Directors, Academy of Friends.  “We could not continue to help these agencies deliver the good work they do without the collaboration and support of our corporate sponsors, underwriters and volunteers.  We are excited by the momentum we’re seeing already this year and look forward to another successful Gala event.”    

About Academy of Friends


Academy of Friends was founded by Kile Ozier in 1980 as a small, private Academy Awards® Night party—twenty-five friends, a little food, a lot of champagne and a touch of Awards night glamour.  Over subsequent parties, the Gala became an HIV & AIDS fundraiser, a reaction to the toll HIV was taking on the community.  Over the last 25 years, AOF has supported more AIDS organizations than any other single fundraising organization in the Bay Area. 

Through the generosity of individual Underwriters, gala ticket holders and an illustrious collection of corporate donors, Academy of Friends is able to continue to support the vital work of organizations providing critical services to those living with HIV and AIDS. To this date, Academy of Friends has raised and distributed nearly $5.5 million.  And until the pandemic has passed, Academy of Friends is committed to raising funds by presenting quality events.  Academy of Friends is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization.  For more information please visit: www.academyoffriends.org.  
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