
For Immediate Release:

ACADEMY OF FRIENDS( CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY, NAMES 14 BAY AREA HIV & AIDS SERVICE AGENCIES AS BENEFICIARIES FOR 2005 

Awards Night Gala Fundraiser Aims to Deliver $500,000 to Diverse Communities
SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 30, 2004—Celebrating 25 years of commitment to HIV & AIDS fundraising in the Bay Area, Academy of Friends (AOF) today announced the 14 service agencies that will be awarded funding from the non-profit’s 25th annual fundraising Gala on Sunday, February 27, 2005.  AOF raised $450,000 with its 2004 Gala in February, the nation’s largest Academy Awards® night celebration outside Hollywood.  Adding a Silver anniversary goal of $500,000 to nearly $5 million distributed since its founding, AOF remains one of the leading contributors to Bay Area’s frontline battle against HIV & AIDS.
The 14 beneficiaries selected to receive monies raised by AOF with its 2005 Gala were chosen from 36 local agencies that submitted proposals requesting a total of more than $1 million in support.  The organizations that will receive AOF grants in 2005, chosen with the help of an esteemed panel of medical and community advisors, represent the best opportunities to affect the lives of nearly 200,000 citizens touched by HIV & AIDS across Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

“The face of HIV infection has diversified in the Bay Area since the early days of the epidemic, when our group began to gather and raise money for friends in desperate need.  Today among women and young gay men, particularly in communities of color, infection rates and need for prevention and care services are on the rise again,” said Randall Shields, Chair of the Board of Directors for Academy of Friends.  “Yet federal funding is shrinking and it is up to all of us to help each other and support the agencies that fight the epidemic each day in our neighborhoods.”  

2005 Academy of Friends Gala Beneficiaries

Academy of Friends provides two categories of grants to support organizations delivering a broad range of community services.  The first is Direct Care Grants, such as food, housing, counseling, financial assistance, or legal services.  The second is HIV Prevention Education Grants – made possible through collaboration with AT&T.  These grants include funding for HIV & AIDS education, such as primary prevention, treatment or nutrition information, employment and job retraining, and peer education/outreach. 

And this year’s 2005 Academy of Friends Gala awards go to:

· AIDS Community Research Consortium (www.acrc.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant for a peer education program for persons living with HIV & AIDS and for HIV food services
· AIDS Emergency Fund (www.aef-sf.org) – San Francisco, serving the Bay Area, requested a grant for emergency financial assistance to fund housing, utilities and medical expenses for people living with HIV & AIDS

· AIDS Legal Referral Panel (www.alrp.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to support ongoing free and low-cost legal services to people living with AIDS and its AIDS Housing Advocacy Project
· AIDS Project East Bay (www.apeb.org) – Alameda, requested a grant to sustain its Food Pantry services for primarily low income and homeless clients
· Catholic Charities CYO (www.cccyo.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant for its housing and direct care services programs for people living with HIV & AIDS
· Continuum (www.continuumhiv.org) -- San Francisco, requested a grant for ongoing support of its direct care services for low-income people with HIV & AIDS including licensed adult day health, mobile health care services, food and nutrition, home care, case management, and transitional services for people released from jail or prison

· Haight Ashbury Free Clinic (www.hafci.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to sustain its HIV outreach specialist and prevention services, including needle exchange and condom distribution
· Lavender Youth Recreation & Information Center (www.lyric.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to support a new HIV & AIDS prevention education program targeting lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and questioning low-income youth of color

· LYON—Martin Women’s Health Services (www.lyon-martin.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to sustain and develop its direct care programs for HIV+ women and transgender people

· Magnet (www.magnetsf.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to expand its rapid HIV antibody testing program and services

· Marin AIDS Project (www.marinaidsproject.org) -- Marin, requested a grant for comprehensive direct care services for low-income clients, from support groups, mental health and benefits counseling to emergency financial assistance and legal assistance

· Pittsburg Preschool and Community Council (www.ppscc.org) – Contra Costa, requested a grant to sustain a comprehensive range of HIV & AIDS services delivered from it mobile van, including rapid testing, pre- and post-counseling and case management referral services

· Project Open Hand (www.openhand.org) -- San Francisco and Alameda counties, requested a grant for its Delivered Meals Program to provide 16,575 nourishing, hot meals to men, women and children living with HIV & AIDS

· Shanti (www.shanti.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to recruit and train volunteer caregivers who will provide one-on-one, in-home support and onsite care to people living with HIV & AIDS
“Last year was my first with AOF and I was amazed by how many people come together—volunteers, sponsors, designers—to make the Gala and our monthly underwriting events happen.  Last year the group raised $100,000 more than it did in 2003,” said Elisabeth Loeffler, Executive Director of Academy of Friends.  “We plan to continue last year’s momentum.  The board and our committees are composed entirely of volunteers so that the amazing giving of individual and corporate donors can go back to the communities that need it most.”   

About Academy of Friends


Academy of Friends was founded in 1980 as a small, private Academy Award Night party—twenty-five friends, a little food, a lot of champagne and a touch of Awards night glamour.  Over subsequent parties, the Gala became an HIV & AIDS fundraiser, a reaction to the toll HIV was taking on the community.  Over the last 19 years, AOF has supported more AIDS organizations than any other single fundraising organization in the Bay Area. 

Through the generosity of individual Underwriters, gala ticket holders and an illustrious collection of corporate donors, Academy of Friends is able to continue to support the vital work of organizations providing critical services to those living with HIV and AIDS. To this date, Academy of Friends has raised and distributed nearly $5 million.  And until the pandemic has passed, Academy of Friends is committed to raising funds by presenting quality events.  Academy of Friends is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization.  For more information please visit: www.academyoffriends.org.  
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