
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
ACADEMY OF FRIENDS( TO AWARD 13 BAY AREA HIV/AIDS SERVICE AGENCIES AS BENEFICIARIES OF 2004 FUNDRAISING GALA 

Grants across Six Local Counties Mark 24-year Commitment to Supporting 

Diverse Community Need
SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 22, 2003—At a time when The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta report that HIV infection among at-risk populations is on the rise, Academy of Friends (AOF) today announced the 13 Bay Area HIV/AIDS service agencies that will be awarded funding from the non-profit’s 24th annual fundraising Gala on Sunday, February 29, 2004.  AOF, host of the nation’s second largest Academy Awards® night celebration outside Hollywood, remains one of the leading contributors to Bay Area’s frontline against HIV/AIDS, last year alone distributing $350,000 among agencies serving those whose lives are affected by the epidemic.
The 13 beneficiaries selected to receive monies raised by AOF with its 2004 Gala were chosen from 39 local agencies that submitted proposals, requesting a total of more than $1 million in support.  The organizations that will receive AOF grants in 2004, chosen with the help of an esteemed panel of medical and community advisors, represent the best opportunities to affect the lives of nearly 200,000 positive citizens in Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

“We know HIV infection rates are on the rise again in the Bay Area, particularly among women and young gay men, especially in communities of color.  We are proud to continue our commitment to raise funds that help make possible the good work our beneficiaries do on the frontlines, serving diverse populations among us affected by HIV/AIDS,” said Randall Shields, Chair of the Board of Directors for Academy of Friends.  “Our board and committees are composed entirely of volunteers and the fundraisers that we host throughout the year are generously supported by individual and corporate donations, all of which enables us to continue to support the organizations serving our community.”

2004 Academy of Friends Gala Beneficiaries

Academy of Friends provides two categories of grants to support organizations delivering a broad range of community services.  The first is Direct Care Grants, such as food, housing, counseling, financial assistance, or legal services.  The second is HIV Prevention Education Grants – made possible through collaboration with AT&T.  These grants include funding for HIV/AIDS education, such as primary prevention, treatment or nutrition information, employment and job retraining, and peer education/outreach. 

And this year’s 2004 Academy of Friends Gala awards go to:

· AGUILAS (www.sfaguilas.org) -- San Francisco County, serving the Bay Area, requested a grant for the implementation of a HIV prevention program targeted at Latino gay/bisexual youth;

· Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center (www.apiwellness.org) -- San Francisco County, serving the Bay Area, requested a grant to fund the center’s culturally and linguistically competent HIV prevention and education services for high-risk gay/bisexual men, transgender persons, women, and queer/questioning youth;

· Children’s Hospital & Research Center at Oakland (www.childrenshospitaloakland.org) -- Alameda County, serving the Bay Area and northern California, requested a grant to support its Pediatric HIV/AIDS program which provides intensive case management services to HIV-infected children and youth and their families, as well as HIV-infected women and newborns;

· Diablo Valley AIDS Center (www.dvac.org) -- Contra Costa County, serving all of Contra Costa County, requested a grant to support the provision of nutritional foodstuffs, nutrition education, and other services for low-income People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWH/A);  

· Dolores Street Community Services (www.dscs.org) – San Francisco County, serving the Bay Area, requested a grant for its “Frontline Care Program” that includes services of six Certified Nursing Assistants and provides comprehensive care to formerly homeless PLWH/A, who also suffer from mental illness and/or substance abuse;  

· Glide (www.glide.org) -- San Francisco County, serving the Bay Area, requested a grant to support its rapid HIV testing pilot project, which informs people of their HIV status within 20 minutes, after risk-reduction counseling session; 

· Health Connections Case Management Services (www.healthtrust.org) -- Santa Clara County, serving the South Bay region, requested a grant to fund its professional nursing and social work case management program for PLWH/A, particularly among non-English speaking communities; 

· Health Services Agency (www.smhealth.org) -- San Mateo County, serving all of San Mateo County, requested a grant for the food program of its AIDS Program’s Drop-In Center, as well as its voucher program for low-income PLWH/A who cannot make it to the Drop-In Center;   

· Huckleberry Youth Programs (www.huckleberryyouth.org) -- San Francisco and Marin Counties, serving San Francisco and Marin, requested a grant to support HIV prevention education services for at-risk teens, in the effort to reduce HIV infection among youth and young adults; 

· New Leaf (www.newleafservices.org) -- San Francisco County, serving San Francisco, requested a grant for support of ongoing HIV Mental Health and HIV Substance Abuse programs for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer and questioning individuals and families of all ages;

· Project Inform (www.projectinform.org) -- San Francisco County, serving the Bay Area and the nation, requested a grant to support its National HIV/AIDS Treatment Information Hotline, empowering even more English and Spanish-speaking Hotline callers to make life-saving care and treatment decisions; 

· Stop AIDS (www.stopaids.org) -- San Francisco County, serving the Bay Area, requested a grant for development of education and prevention programs that are relevant to today’s perceptions of HIV and AIDS in our community;  

· Tenderloin AIDS Resource Center (www.tarcsf.org) -- San Francisco County, serving San Francisco, requested a grant to support its HIV prevention work and services for homeless and low-income Tenderloin residents.
“As a newcomer to Academy of Friends and the Bay Area, I am overwhelmed by both the growing need around us and the amazing work these agencies deliver today to a broad spectrum of people who need their support,” added Elisabeth Loeffler, Executive Director of Academy of Friends.  “And as a woman with friends touched by the epidemic, I understand how important it is that the monies our Gala and events raise reach people of all sexual orientations, races, ages and incomes.  These beneficiaries help us do that.”   
About Academy of Friends


Academy of Friends was founded in 1980 as a small, private Academy Award Night party—twenty-five friends, a little food, a lot of champagne and a touch of Awards night glamour.  Over subsequent parties, the Gala became an HIV/AIDS fundraiser, a reaction to the toll HIV was taking on the community.  Over the last 18 years, AOF has supported more AIDS organizations than any other single fundraising organization in the Bay Area. 

Through the generosity of individual Underwriters, gala ticket holders and an illustrious collection of corporate donors, Academy of Friends is able to continue to support the vital work of organizations providing critical services to those living with HIV and AIDS. To this date, Academy of Friends has raised and distributed over $4.5 million.  And until the pandemic has passed, Academy of Friends is committed to raising funds by presenting quality events.  Academy of Friends is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization.  For more information please visit: www.academyoffriends.org.  
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