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For Immediate Release:

ACADEMY OF FRIENDS TO DONATE $500,000 

TO BENEFICIARIES OF 25TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

Bay Area HIV & AIDS Service Agencies to Receive Much Needed Grants
SAN FRANCISCO, April 28, 2005—Marking a critical year of fundraising and its 25th anniversary, Academy of FriendsSM (AOF) today announced that the group raised and will distribute $500,000 to Bay Area HIV & AIDS service agencies in 2005.  Each year AOF hosts the nation’s largest Academy Awards® night celebration outside of Hollywood—a tradition that began in 1980.  Including the money raised by this year’s Silver anniversary celebration, AOF will have distributed nearly $5.5 million since its founding.  


AOF Board Chair Randall Shields noted that the annual AOF Gala has grown from a small gathering of friends into one of the largest HIV & AIDS fundraisers in Northern California.  “We gratefully acknowledge the generous support of our corporate sponsors, individual underwriters, in-kind donors and the volunteers whose commitments enable us to raise much needed funds for HIV & AIDS agencies on the front lines,” he added.  “Celebrating our 25th year and rich heritage of service is bittersweet.  AIDS is still with us and we all must renew our dedication to the tasks ahead.  AOF commits to continue to raise funds that help educate and care for our communities until the epidemic has passed.”  
2005 Academy of Friends Gala Beneficiaries

Fourteen beneficiaries selected to receive monies raised by AOF with its 2005 Gala were chosen from 36 local agencies that submitted proposals.  These organizations, which will receive AOF grants in 2005, were chosen with the help of an esteemed panel of medical and community advisors.  They represent vital opportunities to affect the lives of nearly 200,000 citizens touched by HIV & AIDS across Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

· AIDS Community Research Consortium (www.acrc.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant for a peer education program for persons living with HIV & AIDS and for HIV food services
· AIDS Emergency Fund (www.aef-sf.org) – San Francisco, serving the Bay Area, requested a grant for emergency financial assistance to fund housing, utilities and medical expenses for people living with HIV & AIDS

· AIDS Legal Referral Panel (www.alrp.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to support ongoing free and low-cost legal services to people living with AIDS and its AIDS Housing Advocacy Project
· AIDS Project East Bay (www.apeb.org) – Alameda, requested a grant to sustain its Food Pantry services for primarily low income and homeless clients
· Catholic Charities CYO (www.cccyo.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant for its housing and direct care services programs for people living with HIV & AIDS
· Continuum (www.continuumhiv.org) -- San Francisco, requested a grant for ongoing support of its direct care services for low-income people with HIV & AIDS including licensed adult day health, mobile health care services, food and nutrition, home care, case management, and transitional services for people released from jail or prison

· Haight Ashbury Free Clinics (www.hafci.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to sustain its HIV outreach specialist and prevention services, including needle exchange and condom distribution
· Lavender Youth Recreation & Information Center (LYRIC) (www.lyric.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to support a new HIV & AIDS prevention education program targeting lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and questioning low-income youth of color

· Lyon-Martin Women’s Health Services (www.lyon-martin.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to sustain and develop its direct care programs for HIV+ women and transgender people

· Magnet (www.magnetsf.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to expand its rapid HIV antibody testing program and services

· Marin AIDS Project (www.marinaidsproject.org) -- Marin, requested a grant for comprehensive direct care services for low-income clients, from support groups, mental health and benefits counseling to emergency financial assistance and legal assistance

· Pittsburg Pre-School and Community Council (www.ppscc.org) – Contra Costa, requested a grant to sustain a comprehensive range of HIV & AIDS services delivered from it mobile van, including rapid testing, pre- and post-counseling and case management referral services

· Project Open Hand (www.openhand.org) -- San Francisco and Alameda counties, requested a grant for its Delivered Meals Program to provide 16,575 nourishing, hot meals to men, women and children living with HIV & AIDS

· Shanti (www.shanti.org) – San Francisco, requested a grant to recruit and train volunteer caregivers who will provide one-on-one, in-home support and onsite care to people living with HIV & AIDS
Specifically, the $500,000 in grants from AOF will be distributed in 2005 as follows.  The date and location of the Awards ceremony will be announced separately:

· 2005 Gala Beneficiaries (14)
$462,500
· Kile Ozier Award 
$5,000

· Jay Luque Award
$1,500
· 2005 Holiday Fund 
$21,000

· Emeritus Fund (25th Anniversary gift)
$10,000

Sponsors Make The Difference

All AOF events are made possible by the generous donations of corporate sponsors who help the organization to ensure that the funds raised each year reach and support the good work of AOF beneficiaries and the communities they serve.  Simply said, it can’t be done without them.  This year’s AOF Gala sponsors include:

· Presenting Sponsors: Levi Strauss Foundation, Mercedes-Benz

· Presenting Media Sponsors: lovejoy (creative), Universal McCann

· Major Sponsors:  AT&T, Icelandair, MAC Viva Glam, Metreon, Starbucks Coffee, W San Francisco, Wells Fargo

· Major Media Sponsors: ABC 7, KGO Newstalk AM810, The New York Times, San Francisco Magazine 

· Sponsors: Barefoot Bubbly, Blockbuster, Clift, Crown Royal, IBM, Look Model Agency, Macy’s Satellite Network, Mercedes-Benz of San Francisco, Method, Nordstrom, Perrier, Smirnoff
· Media Sponsors:  The Advocate, alloy media + marketing, BusinessWeek, Clear Channel Outdoor, dwell, East Bay Express, energy 92.7fm, Entertainment Weekly, Fortune, Girlfriends, gloss, Inspire Your World, Men’s Health, NextMedia, PlantetOut Inc., SF Weekly, TIME, Viacom Outdoor
· Supporters:  Bon Appétit Management Company, The Bubble Lounge, Castro Star, Chenery Park, Condé Nast Media Group, CRPR, Design Within Reach, Dolby Laboratories, Inc., Emporio Armani, Fête Catering, First Crush, Haight Ashbury Beat, KOIT Radio, McKesson Foundation, Nob Hill Gazette, The North Side, Plush Room, Western Edition, Williams-Sonoma, Wired Magazine
New Leadership for a New Year of Fundraising
Beginning in May 2005, new leadership will usher AOF into fundraising for its 2006 beneficiaries, which will include the selection of agencies to receive grants from its Academy Awards Night Gala in 2006.  Alan Keith will be the group’s new Board Chair, and other newly elected officers include:

Executive Commitee

· Board Chair – Alan Keith

· Vice Chair – Christopher Berini

· Treasurer – Rob Murray

· Secretary – Scott Miller

· Gala Chair – Scott Bates

· Members-at-Large – Nanette Duffy & Michelle Nessier

Committee Chairs

· Beneficiaries – Gregg Solem

· Corporate – Randy Shields

· Finance & Administration – Rob Murray

· Governance – Scott Bates

· Marketing – Richard O'Connell

· Public Relations – TJ Snyder

· Raffle – Rob Garcia

· Production – Gregg Solem

· Silent Auction – Rob Murray

· Underwriting – Scott Miller

· Volunteers – Art Taylor
About Academy of Friends


Academy of Friends was founded in 1980 as a small, private Academy Awards Night party—twenty-five friends, a little food, a lot of champagne and a touch of Awards night glamour.  Over subsequent parties, the Gala became an HIV & AIDS fundraiser, a reaction to the toll HIV was taking on the community.  Over the last 25 years, AOF has supported a broad spectrum of AIDS organizations across six Bay Area counties. 

Through the generosity of individual underwriters, gala ticket holders and an illustrious collection of corporate donors, Academy of Friends is able to continue to support the vital work of organizations providing critical services to those living with HIV and AIDS.  To this date, Academy of Friends has raised nearly $5.5 million.  And until the pandemic has passed, Academy of Friends is committed to raising funds by presenting quality events.  Academy of Friends is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization.  For more information please visit: www.academyoffriends.org.  
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