
For Immediate Release

MIKE HORAK

APPOINTED NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR

ACADEMY OF FRIENDS
SAN FRANCISCO, Oct 29, 2007(Academy of Friends (AOF) today announced the selection of seasoned development and senior operations officer, Mike Horak as new executive director of the 28-year old not-for-profit organization dedicated to raising money for Bay Area HIV/AIDS agencies.  His appointment was effective Oct. 22.

Horak is a long time advocate for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) issues and human rights with extensive experience in corporate marketing and social responsibility.  His professional credits stem from a broad range of community-based organizations.  He brings to the agency in-depth expertise in strategic planning, community integration, development and marketing strategy, volunteer recruitment and policy creation and implementation.  His professional work has been in Chicago and New York City.
"Mike has a truly impressive track record of senior HIV/AIDS leadership and the perfect blend of fundraising and operations, which was exactly what we were looking for," commented AOF Board Chair Scott Miller.  "He also has experience with building synergistic partnerships with other related organizations, as well as extensive community outreach.  We are very excited about Mike joining our team."

Prior to relocating to San Francisco, Horak was Chief Development Officer for the Chicago-based Howard Brown Health Center, one of the nation’s largest LGBT organizations.  With an annual budget of over $15 million, the agency serves more than 20,000 adults and youth each year in a diverse health and social service delivery system focused around seven major programmatic divisions:  primary medical care, behavioral health, research, HIV/STD prevention, youth services, elder services, and community initiatives.

His other credits include Chief Operations Director and Development Director in Chicago for the Victor C. Neumann Association, a multi-million dollar agency providing continuum of care to the developmentally delayed and mentally ill; and Associate Development Director with The Doe Fund, a leading New York City organization dedicated to breaking the cycles of homelessness, welfare dependency and incarceration through innovative paid-work programs, housing, supportive services and business ventures.

Horak holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration from Miami University, with a focus on Marketing and Non-Profit Management.  
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Academy of Friends has distributed more than $6.5 million to leading Bay Area social service and health agencies. Recently, AOF announced the selection of 12 beneficiaries as part of this year’s fundraising campaign: AIDS Legal Referral Panel; Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center; Black Coalition on AIDS; Face to Face: Sonoma County AIDS Network; Immune Enhancement Project; Maitri; Meals of Marin; New Leaf; Project Inform; Shanti; Tenderloin Health; and WORLD.
AOF is widely known for the production of the annual black-tie gala held on the night of Academy Awards telecast, the biggest party outside of the Governor’s Ball in Los Angeles.  The 28th Annual Academy of Friends Gala will be held Sunday, Feb. 24, 2008 at Fort Mason Center.  

Academy of Friends welcomes the corporate support of Producing Sponsor AT&T, along with Presenting Sponsors Mercedes-Benz USA, Levis Strauss & Co., and McCann Worldgroup.  Additional and generous support to date includes Starbucks Coffee Company, MAC AIDS, Macy’s, Hartle Media Group, Diageo, Energy 92.7 FM, and Winslow & Associates.
For more information, visit www.AcademyOfFriends.org or telephone 415 995 9890.
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